Hantavirus and acute appendicitis--the diagnosis behind the diagnosis?
A 33-year-old man with a history of acute lower abdominal pain was admitted to the emergency room. After laparoscopic appendectomy and pathological confirmed acute appendicitis the patient developed thrombocytopenia and acute renal failure. Serological testing for hantaviruses revealed a positive result for PUUV IgG and IgM. Immunohistochemical work-up detected PUUV antigen in endothelial cells of capillaries and larger vessels. The high percentage of patients with hantavirus infection and severe abdominal pain is remarkable and, up to now, unexplained. To our knowledge this is the first report demonstrating PUUV antigen in the human intestine. Further studies are warranted whether hantaviruses are setting the stage for a secondary bacterial infection or cause an inflammation itself.